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Week 5: Qulltlng Large Prlnts

- el — -

In this week’s challenge,
we are leaving the borders
behind and focusing on the
center of our Floral Frames
panel. Quilting fabric that
has a large focal print can
be so much fun! We can
either use the quilting to
highlight the designs in the
fabric print or we can use
the fabric for design inspi-
ration. In this video, we
will learn a couple different
flower designs, plus I'll
also show you how to use
the quilting in the back-
ground areas to make the
main elements “pop”.
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Your Challenge

If you are quilting along with me on the cus-
tom panel designed for this challenge, quilt the
flowers around the center as well as the areas
highlighted in red. If you purchased the coor-
dinating thread collection, use the Cobalt Blue,
Linen and Pale Mist threads in this area.
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Adding Detail with the Quilting

I love quilting fabric with
large, decorative prints. I
figure that the fabric design-
er has done all the difficult
work, I can simply quilt along
the lines of their designs to
add detail with the quilting.
With the Floral Frames panel,
the large watercolor flowers
are just begging to be quilted
along the lines to create a tex-
tured looking flower.

Basically, for this technique,
we are going to start in the
center of the flower and quilt
along the “lines” of the flower.
But don't let the thought of
this stress you out, we don't
have to hit the lines perfectly
or even quilt on all of them.
The trick to enjoying this
process is to not overthink it.
The quilting design doesn’t
have to stand on it’s own, so it
doesn’t have to be realistic.

As you quilt, remember that
you can add as much or as lit-
tle detail as you prefer. It real-
ly depends on how dense you
want the quilting to be. You
can also quilt details that ar-
en’t in the fabric, for instance,
I could add more “petals” to
the fabric design. This is espe-
cially helpful if you want to
keep consistent texture or as a
way to move around the area.
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If the idea of quilting along the lines
of the fabric seems a little stressful,
we can use the fabric as a guide for
picking out the designs. For instance,
on the Floral Frames panel that I
designed just for this video series,
the large watercolor flowers make it
easy to select a design...... a nice big
flower quilted right on top.

Even though the quilted lines won't
match up to the fabric, we are still
going to get a nice texture that com-
plements the fabric.




